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Abstract:

The focus of this research pertains to the Futures study of the changes in the auditing profession
in Iran over the next decade or two. These changes include changing the concept of auditing
from the perspective of audit audiences and changing the relationship between auditors and
clients, considering the rapid development of technology within the aforementioned timeframe.
This research is grounded in the objective of an applied study and employs a data collection
methodology consisting of descriptive-survey and exploratory techniques, which was conducted
as a mixed (quantitative-qualitative) research. The statistical population of the research includes
university professors and auditing professionals. Participants' opinions were collected through
open questionnaire, interview and Delphi during a period of time in 2022.

The results of the Delphi analysis in two stages indicate the acceptance of 29 drivers in the field
of digital technology education, theoretical foundations and changing the business environment,
auditing techniques and auditor-client relations.

Interpretation of the results shows that with the development of technology in the future,
customers will trust automatic audit more than manual audit and due to the detection of wider
fraud by artificial intelligence, the relationship between auditors and clients will be tenser. Also,
the audit clients do not consider the current prices of audit services suitable due to the increase in
automation (easier and less expensive work). Despite the challenges that new technologies create,
they will have a supporting role for auditors and job losses for auditors are not expected to be
widespread.

Key words: Future Study, Information Technology, Artificial Intelligence, auditor-client
relationship, Future of Auditing.
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