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Abstract:

Audit quality is essential for investors' confidence and the rational functioning of the market.
Considering the changes in technology in business environments and the audit profession not
progressing with these changes, legislators, standard setters and professional accounting bodies
have expressed serious concerns about the quality of audits, which shows the need to modify the
current auditing methods. Applying auditing technologies provides an opportunity for auditors to
reduce these concerns. The purpose of the current research is to identify and investigate the factors
affecting the acceptance of technology in the auditing profession based on previous qualitative
research articles. This research provides a comprehensive and in-depth analysis of 44 qualitative
studies in the field of factors affecting the acceptance of technology in the auditing profession in
the period from 2005 to 2023, using the systematic literature review process and meta-synthesis
technique, under the seven steps of Sandelowski and Barroso. According to the findings, the cost-
benefit of using technology, the expectation of improved performance and the readiness of the
auditing firm were identified as the most important factors in the adoption of technology in the
auditing profession. The results also show the need for strong cooperation between information
technology specialists, auditors and professional audit institutions. The findings of this research
help to understand the factors affecting the implementation of technology in audit institutions and
respond to the research needs in this field.

Key Words: Information Technology, Auditing, Technology Adoption, Meta-synthesis.
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Abstract:

With the expansion of new technologies and especially artificial intelligence, the need to change
audit methods and the use of new technologies, including artificial intelligence, is inevitable.
Information and communication technology arrangements such as electronic data exchange,
electronic file transfer, and image processing are gradually replacing the method traditional
audits and as a result completely change the entire audit process. Various benefits that can be
obtained in the field of auditors' use of artificial intelligence-based systems for auditing have
been identified. These benefits include higher efficiency and effectiveness, structural stability for
audit activities, improved decision-making and communication, enhanced training to employees
and shorter decision-making time, improved audit quality, flexibility and efficiency, bankruptcy
prediction, improved quality of statement analysis. It is financial. Despite this, things such as
large infrastructure costs, updating and maintaining systems, preventing newbies from increasing
their knowledge, preventing the development of specialized judgment skills, the risk of excessive
use in auditing due to excessive reliance on the evidence of the systems used and Resistance to
change and the new identity of auditors have been identified as possible disadvantages of using
artificial intelligence-based systems. With all these descriptions, auditors must keep pace with
the new changes that have been made in the field of artificial intelligence in auditing in order to
maintain their position in this profession. Because with the advancement of technology, day by
day the type of activity of auditors will undergo more changes and developments. Therefore, the
purpose of this research is to investigate the impact of using artificial intelligence on the quality of
the financial statement audit process. The statistical population of this research is all the auditors
of audit institutions and the audit organization, and 384 questionnaires have been collected as a
statistical sample of the research. In order to collect research data, a questionnaire was used and
structural equation method was used to test research hypotheses. The research findings show that
the use of artificial intelligence has a positive effect on the quality of auditing financial statements.
Also, the auditor's personal characteristics in using artificial intelligence systems have a positive
effect on internal control strategies.

Key Words: Artificial intelligence, internal control, audit quality of financial statements
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Abstract:

The focus of this research pertains to the Futures study of the changes in the auditing profession
in Iran over the next decade or two. These changes include changing the concept of auditing
from the perspective of audit audiences and changing the relationship between auditors and
clients, considering the rapid development of technology within the aforementioned timeframe.
This research is grounded in the objective of an applied study and employs a data collection
methodology consisting of descriptive-survey and exploratory techniques, which was conducted
as a mixed (quantitative-qualitative) research. The statistical population of the research includes
university professors and auditing professionals. Participants' opinions were collected through
open questionnaire, interview and Delphi during a period of time in 2022.

The results of the Delphi analysis in two stages indicate the acceptance of 29 drivers in the field
of digital technology education, theoretical foundations and changing the business environment,
auditing techniques and auditor-client relations.

Interpretation of the results shows that with the development of technology in the future,
customers will trust automatic audit more than manual audit and due to the detection of wider
fraud by artificial intelligence, the relationship between auditors and clients will be tenser. Also,
the audit clients do not consider the current prices of audit services suitable due to the increase in
automation (easier and less expensive work). Despite the challenges that new technologies create,
they will have a supporting role for auditors and job losses for auditors are not expected to be
widespread.

Key words: Future Study, Information Technology, Artificial Intelligence, auditor-client
relationship, Future of Auditing.
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Abstract:

The development of smart technologies such as data analytics, artificial intelligence and
blockchain in the world has caused the future of businesses, especially financial auditing,
to be affected by emerging technological trends. Developments that can lead to benefits as
well as challenges, and facing them requires anticipation and planning. The aim of the current
study is to explore the Iranian financial auditing profession from the perspective of emerging
technologies and to identify probable futures and key uncertainties. Accordingly, in this
research, first, using quantitative and qualitative methods in the form of horizon scanning,
including systematic review and interviews, 31 projections of changes in the future of the
auditing profession in Iran were extracted, and then, the questionnaire containing projections
related to the next 10 years was completed using the two-stage Delphi method by 30 experts,
including auditors, managers and academics. Finally, based on the collected data, the amount
of consensus, probability and effect of each of the projections was estimated and analyzed.The
findings showed that the development of new standards, increasing audit efficiency, changing
academic syllabus, obtaining new qualifications for auditors, changing the nature of evidences
and using data analytics models, are the main projections of the probable future of auditing and
although the probability of entering technologies such as blockchain is low; But it can lead to
a dramatic change in the role of auditors and will require the formulation of new laws in the
field of privacy and virtual security in the digital environment, as well as government support.

Key Words: futures study, audit data analytics, digitalization, emerging technologies,
Industry 4.0
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1. industry 4.0

2. data mining

3. text mining

4. continuous monitoring

5. Computer Assisted Audit Techniques
(CAATs)

6. Highbond

7. Audit Command Language — ACL
8. CaseWare

9. Microsoft Excel

10. KPMG

11. McLaren Applied Technologies
12. Clara

13. Microsoft Fabric

14. Deloitte

15. Rubix

16. Smart contracts

17. Omnia Al

18. PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)
19. Aura

20. Halo

21. Extract

22. Ernst & Young (EY)

23. EY Helix

24. Public Company Accounting Oversight
Board (PCAOB)

o
25. International Auditing and Assurance
Standards Board (IAASB)
26. ISO - International Organization for
Standardization
27. Robotic Process Automation - RPA
28. Data Analytics
29. blockchain
30. General Distributed Ledger Technology
(DLT)
31. Audit Data Analytics (ADA)
32. Extensible Markup Language
33. Trend Impact Analysis
34. Projection
35. disruptive factors
36. Web of Science
37. Nvivo
38. Bibliometrics
39. PEST: Political, Economic, Social and
technological
40. Industrial structure
41. Interquartile range (IQR)
42. Natural language processing (NLP)
43. Application Programming Interface (API)
44. Optical Character Recognition (OCR)
45. Wildcard
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Abstract:

Concealment in financial reporting, disclosures of financial statements as well as audit reports
has become a major challenge. Therefore, legislative assemblies of the accounting and auditing
profession have paid special attention to the causes of concealment and available solutions to
prevent the occurrence of fraudulent behavior. The auditing profession as a regulatory activity
and one of the mechanisms of corporate governance is necessary to gain and maintain investors'
trust in the existence of information symmetry, the fairness of the market and the reliability of
available information. The purpose of this research is to present a pattern to identify the causes
of concealment in accounting profession. In this research, a qualitative method with an approach
based on contextual theorizing or grounded theory has been used. Data collection has been
performed using semi-structured interview technique for which 16 experts with at least 12 years
of work experience have taken part selected by purposive sampling (snowball). The research
data have been analyzed based on open, axial and selective coding, as the major components of
grounded theory, by MAXQDA 2020 software. during the open coding process, 549 codes have
been extracted from interviews conducted with experts and specialists in the field of research and
have been converted to 107 more abstract concepts. At the end, 30 categories have been identified
which led to a paradigm model for defining the causes of concealment occurrence in financial and

audit reports, containing casual conditions, intervening factors, background and also strategies
relevant to identifying causes of concealment and consequences.
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Abstract:

Professional skepticism is a critical evaluation of audit evidence and the theory of planned
behavior is a model that tries to predict people's involuntary behaviors. The purpose of this
research is to explain a framework for auditors' professional doubt based on the theory of
planned behavior. This research is a survey type with a qualitative and quantitative approach.
In the qualitative part, a targeted non-probability sampling of 25 professors, managers and
accounting and auditing experts was done. The statistical population of the research in the
quantitative part was 142 professors and experts in the field of accounting and auditing who
were randomly selected. The results were analyzed using PLS-SMART software. According to
the results of the research in the qualitative dimension, 9 main items were determined as the
components of the desired model. In the quantitative part, the results of the research showed
that the auditor's suspicious behavior was influenced by the level of his willingness to do or
not to do this. Behavior is based on three factors: attitude towards behavior, mental norms, and
perceived behavioral control. Therefore, the use of the planned behavior pattern can provide
accurate information about the auditors' willingness to raise the level of professional doubt,
as a way to prevent auditors' behavioral strains and, as a result, to improve the position of the
auditing profession in society.

Key Words: Professional skepticism, theory of planned behavior, attitude towards behavior,
subjective norms, perceived behavioral control.
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