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Assessing the Role of Experience in the Relationship
between Boilerplate in Audit Reports and Report
Effectiveness with emphasis on Investors’ Judgment and
Cognitive Behavior
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Abstract:

Boilerplate language in audit reports involves using language that remains unchanged
and holds limited informational value. This practice aims to reduce confusion among readers
without compromising the complexity or readability of the text. This study aims to evaluate
the influence of clarifications» repetition on the effectiveness of audit reports, while also
considering the role of users» experience based on the theory of reduction effect. Conducted as
an intervention study, the research samples consist of both experienced and less experienced
investors, utilizing available sampling methods. Data collection involved implementing an
experimental design and administering a researcher-made questionnaire. The collected data
were analyzed using the ANCOVA statistical test for repeated measures. The findings reveal
that the repetition of clarifications in the audit report diminishes its effectiveness.

The study>s results provide crucial insights not only for regulators or standard setters
concerning the effectiveness of auditor reports but also have broader implications for other
areas that implement similar regulations. Additionally, these findings are of interest to the
auditing profession, emphasizing the need for critical evaluation of current reporting practices.

Key Words: Boilerplate language, audit reports, investorsy experience, dilution effect theory,
theory on potential remedies.
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Abstract:

Information technology advancements have transformed all aspects of human life, especially
professional occupations, leading to significant changes in finance, auditing, and accounting. The
widespread adoption of information systems and enterprise resource planning (ERP) systems
in organizations has made the use of technology in auditing a necessity. This study presents an
optimal and practical model for the application of information technology in auditing, considering
substantive tests, control tests, and audit risks. The research method is field-based and employs
factor analysis. The statistical population includes individuals active in the auditing profession,
and questionnaire data were collected in the year (2023). To implement the mixed method of this
study, research variables were first identified using a multidimensional grounded theory approach
through interviews and literature review. The final influential factors were determined using
the Loevshé index. The research questions were analyzed by factor analysis, and the optimal
model was proposed. The findings indicate that audit risk, substantive audit tests, control tests,
audit sampling, and audit time budget significantly influence the optimal and practical model of
information technology application in auditing with respect to substantive tests, control tests, and
audit risks. Overall, the use of information technology reduces time and costs while increasing
accuracy and efficiency. However, the involvement of information technology introduces several
risks, such as unauthorized access to and modification of data.
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Abstract:

This study aims to design a model for identifying barriers to developing the ranking system of
audit firms in Iran, considering environmental characteristics and national conditions. The research
is qualitative and based on grounded theory. Data were collected through in-depth interviews
with 15 academic and professional experts in auditing during the second half of 2025. The data
were analyzed using open, axial, and selective coding, resulting in the identification of six main
dimensions, 26 core components, and 78 concepts. Findings reveal that causal conditions include
a lack of transparency in criteria and insufficient independence, while contextual conditions
highlight economic fluctuations and organizational cultural challenges. Intervening conditions
such as limited advanced technology and legal constraints were also identified. Proposed strategies
include enhancing transparency in criteria, strengthening the independence of the ranking system,
and leveraging modern technologies, leading to outcomes such as improved auditing service
quality and increased public trust. This study emphasizes the necessity of aligning the ranking
system of audit firms with global standards while addressing local requirements to enhance
transparency and service quality.
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Abstract:

The present study examines the impact of emotional intelligence on the effectiveness of audit
teamwork and the auditor’s ability to detect fraud in financial statements. The present research
is a questionnaire. The statistical population of the research is auditors working in the auditing
organization, and the research sample was selected using a formula of 216 people. The results
of the research indicate that emotional intelligence has a direct impact on the effectiveness of
auditing teamwork and the auditor’s ability to detect fraud. Furthermore, the findings suggest
a direct effect of emotional intelligence on the auditor’s ability to detect fraud through the
effectiveness of auditing teamwork. Additionally, the effectiveness of auditing teamwork has a
significant and direct impact on auditing process planning, which in turn has a significant and
direct influence on the ability to detect fraud. Therefore, the effectiveness of auditing teamwork
has a significant and direct impact on the ability to detect fraud through auditing process
planning. Identifying the role of emotional intelligence in the auditing process can enhance
the understanding of how to improve teamwork and fraud detection, ultimately leading to the
development of more effective auditing process planning methods.

Key Words: Emotional Intelligence, Audit Teamwork Effectiveness, auditing process
planning, Auditor’s Ability.
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Abstract:

Deviation from the optimal level of corporate social responsibility (CSR) can lead to
informational and operational risks and, by increasing financial and managerial complexities,
raise agency costs as well. In this context, CEO turnover—as a consequence of suboptimal CSR
behavior—may affect auditors perceived risk and, consequently, increase audit fees. The present
study aims to examine the impact of CSR deviation on audit fees, emphasizing the mediating
role of CEO turnover. This quantitative, descriptive-correlational research analyzes data from
148 firms listed on the Tehran Stock Exchange over the period 2013 to 2023. Multiple regression
and logistic regression analyses were used to test the hypotheses. The results show that deviation
from the optimal CSR level increases audit fees and the likelihood of CEO turnover. However,
the mediating role of CEO turnover was not supported. This outcome likely stems from structural
weaknesses in CSR disclosure and insufficient reporting standards among Iranian firms, resulting
in a lack of transparent information on the effect of managerial changes on the audit process
for auditors. Therefore, auditors primarily focus on operational risks and the quality of financial
reporting. The study highlights the need for balance in CSR activities as a key factor in reducing
risk and agency costs, and recommends that managers, auditors, and investors consider this issue
in their decision-making processes.
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Abstract:

The International Auditing Standard No. 701 was approved in 2016 with the aim of reducing
information gaps and enhancing the communicative value of audit reports by requiring the disclosure
of «Key Audit Matters». In Iran, the implementation of this standard has become mandatory
for auditing the financial statements of companies whose fiscal year begins on or after the first of
(March 21, 2022). This standard applies to the auditing of the complete set of financial statements of
companies listed on the stock exchange and in situations where the auditor intends to communicate
key audit matters in their report due to other considerations. Additionally, this standard is applicable
in cases where the auditor is required by laws or regulations to disclose key audit matters in the
auditons report. One of the consequences of implementing this standard may be lags in the issuance of
audit reports. Such lags can affect the timeliness of financial reports and diminish their informational
value. The purpose of this article is to assess the impact of disclosing key audit matters on the lag in
issuing audit reports. For this purpose, the audit reports of 451 companies listed on the Tehran Stock
Exchange and Iranys Over-the-Counter (OTC) market were analyzed over a timeframe that spans two
years in the past and two years post-implementation of the standard. For a more accurate assessment,
analyses have been conducted at both the overall industry level and within specific industry groups.
The results indicate that audit reports are typically issued, on average, 76 days after the end of the
financial period. The highest level of lag was observed in industry group 3 (which includes basic
metals and similar industries), while the lowest lag was found in industry group 5 (which includes
cement, lime, gypsum, and similar industries). Furthermore, the findings suggest that, at the overall
industry level and across most industry groups, the disclosure of Key Audit Matters leads to a lag in
the issuance of audit reports. Although this effect was not particularly noticeable in the first year of the
standardys implementation, it appears to have increased in the second year. The number of Key Audit

Matters disclosed in the auditors report shows a positive association with the lag in the issuance of the
audit report; however, newly disclosed Key Audit Matters do not appear to significantly affect this lag.

Key Words: Assurance, auditing, timeliness, communicative value.
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to include this topic in the paper.

Respected authors are required to download the commitment form and the conflict of
interest form below and after completing, sign and scan it, send it along with the paper file.



without indentation or protrusion, and if the phrase is long, it

o will continue with indentation (using the Hanging technique) of 0.5 cm.

5. Diagrams, pictures and formulas

The title of the diagrams should be inserted below and the title of the pictures above them.

It is better to insert diagrams and pictures inside the text and after the place where they are
mentioned. For numbering, use number 1 (numerical and inside parentheses, like picture (1))
to... The inside of the pictures should be written in persian, and in the conditions of using
punctuation, avoid using a point instead of punctuation; If necessary, while inserting the
Persian title of the variables, a column can be assigned to the symbols used for the variable
in English as used in the equations and models. The column titles in the images should be

in the middle of the line and the first line of each image containing the column titles should
be displayed with gray color and brightness level 2. To refer to the content of pictures and
diagrams in the text, proper reference should be made using their numbers. The formulas are
also presented in two-column tables in the form of invisible lines (No Border) and numbered
in the form of model (1) (numerical and in parentheses) until...

6. Footnotes

English terms and some necessary explanations should be presented in the footnote (not

the subtitle) and in the form of a four-column table (including the footnote number and the
content of the footnote) with invisible lines (No Border). The numbering of the footnotes
should be inserted in Word without using the EndNote technique.

7. Other points

- There is no need for a space before periods, commas, semicolons, colons, question marks,
exclamation marks, etc., but a space must be placed after these marks.

- When using parentheses, use a space before opening parentheses and after closing
parentheses.

- Half spacing is mandatory in writing the paper. For example, the word they or they should
be written in their form.

The English equivalents of the scientific titles of the authors are as follows:

English equivalents
BSc.

MSec. Student

MSec.

Ph.D. Student

Ph.D.

Assistant Prof.
Associate Prof.

Prof.
* The papers sent should not have been sent simultaneously to other Persian-language
magazines inside or outside the country.

* Quarterly is not allowed to accept papers that do not comply with the form and structure
mentioned in the guide.

* The magazine is free to edit papers and delete some sections without changing its content
and does not return the papers it receives.




results and general conclusion and presentation of suggestions based on the results (policy
recommendations are necessary only in applied research), and if necessary, a proposal for
future research according to the limitations of the research or how to develop the current
research);

- references

- The English abstract (which should be a meaningful and logical translation of the Persian
abstract) should be included on the last page of the paper.

3. In-text references

APA method is used for Persian references in the text of the paper; in such a way that:

- The last name of the author along with the year of its publication is presented in Persian in
the text, and there is no need to mention the English equivalent of the names in the text. If
the number of authors is more than one, use a comma (,) and if the number of cited sources is
more than one, use a semicolon (;) to separate them.

Any source that is mentioned in the text of the paper, its complete information should be
included in the list of sources and other than these sources, no other source should be included
in the list of sources and sources.

Important note: Please, while keeping the Persian sources in the sources section of the
paper, these sources should be translated into English and after sorting alphabetically
and mentioning the word (in persian) in the English sources section.

If you need necessary explanations about the terms or to mention the English equivalents of
the words in the text (other than the names of the authors), use the footnotes. English phrases
and terms should not be presented in the text, except for formulas and equations.

4. List of sources

APA citation method is used to set up the reference list; In this way, first the Persian sources
and then the English sources, in alphabetical order and based on the last name of the author,
are mentioned and numbered as follows:

4-1. Book: last name, full name of the author. (period and a space) (year of publication). (period
and a space) book name in italics, (comma and a space) name of the translator, (comma and a
space) place of publication ( two dots and a space) the name of the publication. (dot)

4-2. paper: last name, full name of the author. (period and a space) (date of publication). (dot and
one space) title of the paper. (dot and one space) name of the publication in italics, period (number)
in italics, (comma and one space) starting page number - (space) end of the paper. (dot)

4-3. Online papers: last name, full name of the author. (period and a space) (date of
publication). (dot and a space) title of the paper. (dot and a space) name of the publication in
italics, period (number) in italics, (comma and a space) starting page number - (dash) end of
the paper. (dot and a space) ) received from (two dots and one space) site address

4-4. Reports and other sources: Sufficient and complete information should be provided in this
regard as well.

- In the list of sources, if the number of authors was more than one, their names should be
separated by semicolon (;).

o The list of sources does not need to be numbered. If more than one title

from one or more authors is cited, in addition to following the alphabetical order,

the year of publication should also be followed; In this way, the book or paper that

was published earlier (older) is included in the list earlier. In order to avoid mistakes

between different sources included in the list, the beginning of each source will be



Guide to writing and submitting papers

The submitted papers will be published after expert review and upon approval by the editorial
board. All the dear professors and researchers who send their papers for publication in this
quarterly are requested to pay attention to the following points when preparing the papers.
1.The shape of the paper
The paper should be typed in the Word 2010 software , in the size of A4 page. (margins are
2.5 cm from the top and bottom, 2 cm from the right and left), title font: Persian font, text B
Titr with font size: 16 for the title of the paper and For the names of authors 12 in bold and
in the middle of the line; Text font: persian text B Zar with font size: for the abstract part 11,
the main text of the paper 12, footnotes 11, sources 11, key words 10 and the Persian content
of the pictures 10; The distance between the lines is one centimeter and the indentation at
the beginning of each paragraph is equal to 0.5 cm and aligned (Justify); English font Times
New Roman text with font size: for English title (bold) 14, English abstract 12, formulas 11
(left margin), footnotes 11, references 11, English content of figures 9, subject classification
8; The titles of figures and diagrams are italic and bold, with a 6-point spacing (pt) before and
after the figure and diagram and in the middle of the line; A maximum of 20 pages (including
sources and references) and without page numbering, typesetting and the main file of the
paper and the file without the author’s name should be sent through the paper receiving
system paper.iacpa.ir. As much as possible, do not use photos in the text of the paper, and if
used, the photo should be of high quality and black and white.
2. The structure of the paper
2-1. The first page of the paper: the title and abstract of the paper in persian. The abstract is
a research paper that provides basic information about the research to the reader by reading
it. The abstract should be between 150 and 200 words. In the abstract, first, the subject or
purpose of the research is explained in a maximum of two lines. After that, the research
method, which includes the population, the sample, Uiplementation, and the data collection
tools, should be explained in a maximum of three to four lines, and then the description of the
analysis method and the general results of the research in two to three lines. Submitted.

paper keywords should be between 3 and 5 words.
The scientific structure of the Persian and English abstract of the paper should be followed,
including the purpose, research method and results.
2-3. Second page to the end of the paper: This section should include the following:
- Introduction (several paragraphs including statement of the problem, theoretical foundations,
purpose, importance and necessity);
- An overview of the background (only related researches should be reviewed in chronological
or thematic order, and the result of this section will be the extraction of a theory matrix or a
conceptual or analytical model that documents the variables of the research.
- Research method (including: research method, information gathering tool, analysis
techniques and hypothesis testing model, definition of studied variables and their operational
definition (it can be presented in the same section as hypothesis testing models and in this case
it does not need to be repeated) , statistical population, sample size and sampling method);
- Research findings (including: presenting the findings, comparing them with the research
findings mentioned in the background and interpreting the compatibility or incompatibility of
the findings with researches and theories);
- Conclusion (including: summary of the problem, presentation of the summary of the



Editorial Advisory Board

Dr. Bahman Bani Mahd
Professor, Islamic Azad University

Dr. Bita Meshaikhi
Professor, Tehran University

Dr. Farzaneh Heydarpour
Professor, Islamic Azad University

Dr. Kaveh Parandin
Assistant professor, Payam Noor University

Dr. Mohammad Hosein Safarzadeh
Associate professor, Shahid Beheshti University

Dr. Sasan Mehrani
Professor, Tehran University

Dr. Zahra Pourzmani
Professor, Islamic Azad University

Dr. Alireza Fazlzadeh
Associate Professor, Tabriz University

Dr. Mohammad Hossein Ghaemi
professor, Imam Khomeini University

Dr. Mohammad Reza Mehrabanpoor
Associate professor,Tehran University



IN THE NAME
OF GOD

-
Professional G

:

| Fall 2025 | V.5 | No 20 |

Publisher
Publications of Iranian Association of Certified Public Accountants (IACPA)

Director-in-Charge
Dr. Seyyed Mohammad Alavi

Editor-in-Chief

Dr. Zahra Pourzmani

Professor, Islamic Azad University

Scientific Advisor
Dr. Fereydon Rahmanai Rudpashti

Professor, Islamic Azad Universit

Executive Manager
Dr. Mojdeh Kodkhodaei Eliadrani

Editorial Board

Dr. Zahra Pourzamani Dr. Alireza Fazlzadeh
Professor Islamic Azad University Associate Professor Tabriz University
Dr. Azita Jahanshad Dr. Zabiholah Rezaee
Associate Professor Islamic Azad University Professor University of Memphis
Dr. Ahmad Khodamipour Dr. Hassan Yazdifar
Professor Shahid Bahonar University Professor University of Salford, England
Dr. Mahdi SalehiShiri Dr. Jamal Aldin Nazari
Professor Ferdowsi University Professor Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, Canada
Dr. Aliakbar Arabmazar Dr. Saeed Homayoun
Professor Shahid Beheshti University Professor University of Gévle, Géavle, Sweden
Dr. Mol dh in Ghaemi Dr. GholamReza Zandi Pour Joopari
Professor Imam Khomeini University Professor University Kuala Lumpur,
Dr. Yahya Kamyabi Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Professor Mazandaran University

Address: Iran - Tehran, Sepahbod Qarani St., Amani Ave., No. 4
Phone Number:(+98) 2142925 Fax: 88801910

Web: https://article.iacpa.ir

FrequencyQuarterly
Print ISSN: 2820-9931
Online ISSN: 2820-9869



